Town of Bamngton Highway Depadment
4424 Bath Road
Penn Yan, New York 14527

Steven E. Wheeler, Superintendent
Telephone: 6(27-243-8323

Date: February 17, 2004
Re: 'Mai/‘boxInstaIlaﬂon

Each winter, the accidental destruction of mailboxes along 7>'own' of Barrington roads has
becomes an ssue. Residents usea variety of materials and methods to construct supports for
~ their mallpoxes. - In the course of pldwing the roads, itis necessary to pbw off the shoulders to

| provide room for future deposits of snow. This Is done with a hyd/aullca/ly operated wing,
‘_ - cvntmlled by the secbnd man in the plow truck (wingman). A number of things can happen that
_mayresultin a damaged or destmyed mallbox Some boxes and posts are knocked aver by the
 foree of the sriow ﬂylng off the wing of the plaw, not by the wing actually slﬂklng lf;e structure,
- The Town of Ban‘ingtan pmpases that all mailboxes be constructed acr.vrdlng o
' -spedﬁmﬂans that will alfow baxes o swlng away and not be damaged by the p/ow truck. In
' ddllfan, this deslgn wlll better allow for summer shau/der reconstruction projects to pmoeed
' eﬂTdenﬂy
| By /esa/uﬂan of the Town of Barrington Town Board those mailboxes damaged during
winter plowing that have been constmcted acwrdlng to these specifications (or an equivalent | '
method that has been approved by the HIghWay Superintendent), will be repaired by the '
‘ hlghway depa/tment; while all atﬁets will be the responsibility of the homeawner Further, The
Tawn of Banfngtan will only replace damaged mallboxes with a generic mailbox Coples of the
spedﬁcaﬂans for mallbox Installation are available to anyone requesting such. These may be |
abtained by either cal/lng the Town of Barrington Highway Department at 607-. 243-8323 or
stvpplng at the Barrington Town Hall during open haurs This policy will take effect on |

to allow the homeowner sufficient time to comply with this installation method.,
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METHOD OF LOCATION-

METHOD OF CONSTRUCTIONK

The details given here are for construction with standard pipe and fittings.
The first step is to size up the location for your mailbox to decide exactly where it should be and how much pipe will be
needed. Don’t forget to consult your highway superintendent or ryrai malil carrier. =~ == = . L
 The best size pipe to use is 1% inch. This will fit snugly into the 2 irich base pipe. After deciding the length ofpipe for
< the horizontal arm and distance the box should be above the ground at the base, add about a foot o allow seating into the larger
base pipe. You will also need a 4 to 6 inch piece of 1% inch pipe to form the flange to the elbow. - -
~ The'2 inch base pipe should be about 15 inches long. Besides the pipe, you will need two elbows and one flange to fit the

1% inch pipe. A . , _ , - | .
+_ Youwill also need some cement, sand and gravel to pour the foundation for your malibox mounting. By using 1% inch pipe
inside the 2 inch base pipe, your mailbox mounting will pivot about the vertical axis If it is accidentally struck, thereby pre-
~ venting breakage. However, to keep the mailbox from being moved around In the wind, it should 3Gt swing10o fréely. A good

. Way to do this is to groove the 2 :.ow. base pipe and put a bolt through the 1% inch pipe so that it rests firmly in place.
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- Postal Operations Manual

Installation and Use

Custom-Bullt Curbside Mallboxes

Postmaslers are authorized to approve curbside mailboxes construcled by
individuals who, for aesthetic or other reasons, do not want to use an
approved manulactured box. The custom-built box must conform generally to
the same requirements as approved manutactured boxes relative to the flag,

.slze, strength, and quality-of construction.

Palnting and ldentlflcallon

The USPS prefers that curbside mailboxes and posts or suppons be painted
white, although other colors may be used. Where box numbers are used, the
numbers must be inscribed in contrasting color in neat letlers and numerals
not less than 1 Inch high on the side of the box visible to the carrier's regular
approach, or-on the door if boxes are grouped. Where street names and
house numbers are assigned by local authorities and the postmaster has
authorizad use of a street name and house number as a postal address, the
house number must be shown on the box. If the box is on a different street
from the customer's residence, the street name and house number must be
inscribed on the box. Placemant of the owner's name on the box Is optional.
Advertising on boxes or supporis is prohibited.

Posts and Supports

"Posts or other supporis for curbside mailboxes must be neat and of adequate

strength.and slze. They may not be designed to represent effigies or
caricatures that tend-to disparage or ridicule any- person The box may be
atlached to a fixed or movable arm. :

Location

Curbside mallboxes must be placed so that they may be safely and 3
conveniently served by carriers without leaving their conveyances. They must . 3
be reasonably and safely accessed by customers. Boxes must also be on the
right-hand side of the road and In the carrier's direction of travelin all cases . ;
where driving on the left-hand side of the road to reach the boxes would pose |
a traffic hazard or violate traffic laws and regulations. On new rural or _
highway conlract routes, all boxes must be on the right side of the road in the
carrier's direction of travel. Boxes must be placed to conform to state laws

* and highway regulations. Carriers aré subject to the same traffic laws and

regulations as are other motorists; Customers must remove obstructions,

| Includlng vehlcles. trash cans, and snow, that make delivery difficult.

‘. 632.526
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varylhg road: and ‘ot conditions and-other factors, the USPS recommentls'+

* that customers contact the poslmaster or carrler before erecting. or replaclng

thelr- mallboxes and supports..

Grouping

Boxes should be grouped wherever possible, especially at or near k
crossroads, service turnouts, or other places where a considerable number of 3
boxes are presently located. 1

POM Issue 8, July 16, 1998 §
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(NFOEMAL OPINION, ATTORNEY GENERAL 2/28/66 - Mailbax's . = EAL T

 There is mo statutory or legal authority which grants a property. owner OT, resident along
a public highway any right to place a mailbox in a highway right of way-. The owner may have
an informal license, but this does not endow the couwner of the mailbox with any. legal .rights -
in the highway when needed for highway pUTPOSES. Hi- Wl L et e o e s el

The Highway Superintendent. and the State have a.duty to keep the highway available for
public use. Snow removal and snow storage are an incident of that use. . R
© "The highways of the state are made for and devoted to public travel; and the whole-public
have the right to their use im their entirety and when osbstructions to public travel are -
found- within their bounds, the commissioners of highways are ciothed with power to remove them
without waiting for the slow process of law, even though travel be not absolutely ‘and entirely
prevented."”: (Emphasis supplied). - VAN WICK v LENT, 33 Hun 3Cl. . SRR T

When .necessity of keeping the highway open conflicts with the individual's receipt of the
mail, the latter must stand aside. The cuner might even be compelled to remove the box under
HIGHWAY LAW ¥319. =~ - : . . . - | B

The owner has no right to interfere with the speedy and efficient removal of snow by plac—- . .
ing the mailbox in such a position as.to cause this result, and no liability tesults- on the :
part of the public official charged with the duty of snow removal if such a box 1s so .va.nmw
that it may be injured by proper highway maintenance. - . -

See HIGHWAY LAW §319. (OBSTRUCTION AND THEIR REMOVAL — (11) - d



