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A special meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Barrington, County of Yates and
State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 4424 Bath Road, Penn Yan on September
11th, 2012.

Present: Fred Wright Town Supervisor
Nate Olney Deputy Supervisor
Ken Christensen Assistant Deputy Supervisor
Bruce Castner Councilman
Calvin Crosby Councilman
Steven Wheeler Highway Superintendent
John Griffin Code Enforcement Officer
Joy L. C. Perry Town Clerk

Also Present: Rob Louden, Marion Louden, Sheila & Kent Foster, Jessica Vazquez,
Linda Petro, Barbara Allardice, Nick Bunn, Bob Shaw, Skip Deneka, W. Mercer,
John Burritt, Barbara Coffman, Steven Coffman, Peggy Soule, David Soule, Sally
Acomb, Eileen M. Farnan, Ira Goldman, Luke H. Shirk, Cleon Martin, Steve
Knapp, Carole Conlon, Roy Priestley, Doug & Vicky Davis, Ellen & Gary
Schwarz, Phillip & Yvonne Cook, Phyllis J. Bailey, John & Kathy McGuire,
Doug & Arianne Tepper, Sue & Jerry Lange, Robert H. Scharf

Supervisor Wright called the Town Board meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance
at 7:00 pm. After the Pledge Wright asked everyone to continue standing for a moment
of silence for the anniversary of nine eleven and for the loss of Robert Flickinger “Flick”
who was on the Zoning Committee and an Alternate to the Planning Board.

Wright explained that everyone will have three minutes to speak about their feelings on
fracking. All speakers must be a Barrington landowner and/or Resident.

Sally Acomb’s main concern was about our water supplies in regards to fracking and read
her thoughts to everyone. She doesn’t want to see this resource be negatively affected by
hydrofracking.

Steve Coffman questioned the validity of question number five on the fracking survey.
He asked who would decide if it can be done safely. He stated that the question was a
leading question. Coffman reviewed some of the questions and results from the survey.

Kent Foster had concerns about the noise that comes with fracking. He also said he
would be concerned about possible drug problems that it may create in the area. He
heard that insurance companies will no longer cover homes that have a gas lease. Foster
doesn’t believe that fracking is safe.

Carol Conlon stated that she never received a survey and she believes that all the
meetings and such should be publicized more. She stated she is very much against
fracking.
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David Soule spoke against fracking. He stated that Barrington is a beautiful area and
doesn’t want to see it negatively affected.

Linda Petro stated that she has a gas lease. She wants to see facts not opinions. She
stated that the Energy Institute just did a very good report on fracking that is balanced.
She said that people need to go on facts, not hearsay or hysteria.

Marion Louden stated that she is on the Yates County Planning Board and her
observation is that Yates County Townships are taking steps to protect themselves from
the affects of hydrofracking. She stated that hydrofracking operations will result in heavy
trucks, heavy traffic, noise and disposal of chemical wastes. Louden stated that
hydrofracking will be costly and evasive. She questioned who will pay the taxes to repair
the roads; will our property be devalued; will the disposal of the waste affect the
farmlands and water supplies.

Louden pointed out that the Town of Starkey has a hydrofracking subcommittee that
compare four study groups; culture, economics, legal issues and health and environment.
She also pointed out that KWIC is asking that this area get the same treatment as the
Syracuse and New York City watersheds.

Ira Goldman stated that the Town needs to be proactive to protect itself.

Eileen Farnan stated that she did not receive a survey. She suggested having another
survey this fall during the presidential election voting.

Vicky Davis stated that she went on a scenic train ride last fall in Wellsboro, PA. She
stated she was very disappointed because many of the yards and areas she went through
were tore up and disrupted by the gas drilling. She stated that wildlife was advertised in
the tour, but they didn’t even see a bird.

Barbara Coffman pointed out that the Board’s concern regarding the increased truck
traffic from bigger tolls on the thruway in the town is miniscule compared to what the
traffic would be like if there were fracking in the town. Coffman questioned being able
to trust the gas companies.

Barbara Allardice reminded everyone that when politicians and energy companies say
that drilling will make us energy efficient, it’s a lie. She pointed out that land owners
aren’t going to benefit from the sale of the gas. The gas company takes it to the
commodities market.

Doug Tepper pointed out that the jobs that may be created by the gas companies are
temporary and could upset the “applecart”. Fracking would affect the rest of the
economy in the area.

Skip Deneka stated that he has a PHD in engineering and has spent more than a third of a
century working on new technologies. He said he keeps hearing people say “let’s base
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this on science”. He stated that it is going to be impossible to ever say that fracking is
safe. He questioned trusting big companies and gave examples of mistakes in the past
that had a big impact on the environment. Deneka also stated that if you aren’t against
fracking you will be supporting it by default.

Sheila Foster stated that she is one of the instigators of the fracking survey and she is
really bothered by the fact that not everyone received one. She said that maybe they
should do the survey over again. She didn’t like the separation of gas lease holders and
non gas lease holders regarding the survey. She also pointed out her concern for where
the water will be taken from for fracking and where it will end up.

David Soule stated that we are the custodians of this land and we should conserve the
land as it is for our grandchildren.

Phillip Cook stated that we will pay the cost of hydrofracking or by finding a way to not
buy electricity and natural gas. He stated that water can be purified.

Bob Shaw stated that our geographical area is a treasure and that no snap decisions be
made regarding fracking. He suggested evaluating ten areas for ten years that are similar
to this area that are going thru fracking and collect data from their experiences before
allowing it in this area.

Barbara Coffman stated that the economy is strong in our area and has been growing in
the last ten years.

Arianne Tepper pointed out that we live in a beautiful place and pay a lot in taxes. She
was concerned about the change in the tax base if the effects of fracking were in force.

Steve Knapp talked about the values of our land being diminished if fracking were in our
area. The value could go from $15,000 to $5,000 an acre where he lives.

Supervisor Wright asked for a show of hands for the people that did not receive a survey.
There were three people who did not.

A motion to adjourn at 7:49 pm was made by Olney and seconded by Christensen.

5-Ayes (Castner, Christensen, Crosby, Olney, Wright) 0-Noes

Respectfully Submitted,

_____________________
Joy L. C. Perry, RMC Town Clerk
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